Meeting Proceedings for WHS Istanbul-2016 
Date: April 20, 2016 at 1330 hours
COAST Trust Principal Office, House # 13, Road # 2, Shyamoli, Dhaka

Very beginning of the meeting M Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, ED-COAST welcomed all participants and through the participatory way he set the agenda. The agenda are: 

1.WHS-Istanbul Preparation, 2. Presentation on SG report about WHS, 3. Seminar of May 16, 2016 and side event in Istanbul, 4. Replacement of Sayeda Nurunnahar Lovely for WHS-Istanbul participation and 4. AoB
1.WHS-Istanbul Preparation:
The invitation of ED-RIC has been received. The invitation of ORA and DUS are not yet confirmed. ED-COAST will request again to Bangkok UN office for sending the invitation. SKS Foundation (Mr. Palash Kundu) has also shown to participate in the WHS-Istanbul. ED-COAST will also send the request letter for his invitation. DUS, ORA and SKS will participate with their own arrangements.  ED-COAST will develop a PCN for Ministry of Foreign Affairs for reshaping aid issue. 
2. Presentation on SG report about WHS
Shawkat Ali Tutul-Assistant Director-Social Accountability and DRR, COAST has given a power point presentation of SG report about WHS. 
The brief report is as follows: 

Objective of the report:
Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including special economic assistance: strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations

Structure

· Introduction
· The road to Istanbul
· One humanity; a vision for change
· Humanity: a shared responsibility —confronting the challenges of our time together 
· Istanbul: a call to action

·  Agenda for Humanity 

Shared Responsibility
A. Core responsibility one: political leadership to prevent and end conflicts
B. Core responsibility two: uphold the norms that safeguard humanity 

C. Core responsibility three: leave no one behind 
D. Core responsibility four: change people’s lives —from delivering aid to ending need
E. Core responsibility five: invest in humanity
Summary
· This is a call to the leaders of all sectors; state, civil society, UN staffs, even different hostile groups, people, business leaders etc   to reaffirm their commitment on Humanity - the concern for the dignity, safety and well-being of citizens —at the forefront of all policies, strategies and decision-making.
· This report is outlined the sense of urgency and the measures required to meet those responsibilities.
· As Secretary-General, he recognizes the responsibilities of the United Nations. The organization must provide strong leadership in speaking up for the most vulnerable and in stating the facts, in order to remain a global moral compass.
· The United Nations, however, cannot substitute for leadership and the political will to recognize risk, comply with the law or make greater investments in preventing and ending conflicts, disasters and suffering.
· It cannot substitute for the innovation, knowledge or technology developed by States, the private sector and academia or for the knowledge transfers, policy shifts and investments needed by those actors to address the challenges we face and achieve the 2030 Agenda. 
· This responsibility is, however, a shared one: States, international and regional organizations, private sector enterprises, civil society and individual citizens have opportunities, capacities, obligations and responsibilities that they must accept and act upon.
· It is the responsibility of the United Nations to embrace all of those resources and capacities, help to identify ways to resolve conflict and end suffering and highlight what is needed to do so. 
Introduction:

· Reminding personal experience; 

filled with fear and uncertainty; With shelter, schoolbooks and relief items a young United Nations offered 
hope and protection and inspired him to pursue a career in public service. 


After 7 decades UN blue flag still remains a banner of hope for all humanity.
· Reminding urgency; 

In too many places, peace, stability and sustainable economic growth remain elusive. 


Brutal and seemingly intractable conflicts have devastated the lives of millions of people, threatening the 
futures of entire generations. 


More countries are slipping into fragility, marked by extreme poverty and weak institutions and compounded 
by natural hazards and climate-induced disasters. 


extremism, terrorism and transnational crime are creating persistent instability. 

· Reminding aid and assistance 
Peacekeepers, peacemakers and humanitarian workers are being deployed for longer periods and at ever-higher cost, even as violent extremism and targeted attacks severely hamper their ability to provide life-saving assistance.
· Reminding the history of war to dialogue
In 1941, amid brutal conflict and suffering, leaders came together at St James’s Palace in London. Diplomacy would take over from war as the primary instrument of managing international relations. 

Seventy-five years after St James’s Palace, the World Humanitarian Summit presents an opportunity to affirm and renew our commitment to humanity and to the unity and cooperation needed to confront the challenges of our time effectively. 

Road to Istanbul:

· Called for the WHS in 2012; 
Growing number of people in crisis and the dramatic increase in funding requirements.Aid organization tied down to support year after year to people who might never go home, in countries whose road to peace might be arduous and long. 

There is outrage that the numbers of people forced from their homes have risen to levels not seen since the Second World War, without enough being done to enable them to find lasting solutions. 

After almost three years of extensive consultations reaching more than 23,000 people in 153 countries and culminating in the release of the World Humanitarian Summit synthesis report, entitled “Restoring humanity: global voices calling for action”, and the global consultation in Geneva in October 2015, 

it is clear that people feel outrage and frustration at the challenges to humanity and the lack of global unity and solidarity to end the suffering and are calling for change. 

One humanity: a vision for change:
· Our vision for change must therefore be grounded in the value that unites us: our common humanity. 
· This common humanity has many different ethnic and national identities, religious beliefs and cultural customs. 
· People are calling for safety, dignity and an opportunity to thrive. 
· People want to be safe: free from violence, oppression, persecution and fear. Without physical security, none of their other needs, rights and aspirations can be met.
· People want to thrive, to be self-reliant and to improve life for themselves and for their families. These needs, desires and aspirations do not stop in a crisis.
· These desires are not complicated or abstract. They are all very real and human. 
· At the Millennium Summit, humanity was at the heart of the values agreed upon by world leaders to guide international relations in the twenty-first century. In September 2015, global leaders built on that vision for humanity, placing people at the centre of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
· However, despite such affirmations of the centrality of humanity, the reality for hundreds of millions of people in conflicts, disasters or situations of chronic poverty and deprivation is that humanity remains a daily struggle for life and dignity, safety, food, shelter, education and health care, as well as advancement.
· Their concern must become ours, and their daily struggle our responsibility
Humanity: a shared responsibility —confronting the challenges of our time together
· Humanity will need to become inseparable from our responsibility to act.
· Drawing from recent reviews and international reform processes and from the World Humanitarian Summit consultations, I believe that the following core responsibilities are critical to delivering better for humanity: 
(a) political leadership to prevent and end conflicts; 

· An end to human suffering requires political solutions, unity of purpose and sustained leadership and investment in peaceful and inclusive societies.  
· Peace keepers and Aid workers Can stabilize the situation but  they cannot create lasting peace and prosperity. UDHR , WHS is the turning point to reaffirm leaders of state, civil society, international community , private sector responsibility. 
· Between 2012 and 2014, non-United Nations peacekeeping forces increased by 60 per cent. Afganistan, Iraq, Saudi led qoalition etc. Missions now last, on average, three times longer than their predecessors. 


Peace keepers increasing not solution but political leadership.
(b) uphold the norms that safeguard humanity; 

Even wars have limits: minimizing human suffering and protecting civilians require strengthened compliance with international law.
· Over the past 150 years and in the past two decades in particular, we have invested considerable effort and political will in strengthening the international legal frameworks governing the rules of war 
· In 2014, 80 per cent of recorded landmine and explosive remnant of war casualties were civilian, with an incidence rate of 10 casualties per day.
· All this violence is directly fuelled by irresponsible and illicit arms transfers.
· At the end of 2014, almost 60 million people were forcibly displaced, either within their country or across borders
(c) leave no one behind; 

Honoring our commitment to leave no one behind requires reaching everyone in situations of conflict, disaster, vulnerability and risk.
Leaving no one behind is a central aspiration of most political, ethical or religious codes and has always been at the heart of the humanitarian imperative. 

The pledge to leave no one behind is the central theme of the 2030 Agenda and places a new obligation on us all to reach those in situations of conflict, disaster, vulnerability and risk first so that they benefit from and contribute to sustainable long-term development. 

The World Humanitarian Summit provides a first test of the international community’s commitment to transforming the lives of those most at risk of being left behind.
· Address the vulnerabilities of migrants and provide more regular and legal opportunities for migration
· End statelessness in the next decade 
· Ending statelessness within the next decade is within the power of the international community. States should support the “I Belong” campaign to end statelessness by 2024.
· Empower and protect women and girls
·  Eradicate gender-based violence and treat survivors with dignity
· Eliminate gaps in education for children, adolescents and young people
· Enable adolescents and young people to be agents of positive transformation
(d) change people’s lives —from delivering aid to ending need; and 

Ending need requires the reinforcement of local systems, the anticipation of crises and transcendence of the humanitarian-development divide.
The international aid system, including the United Nations, non-governmental organizations and donors to commit to working in a new paradigm marked by three fundamental shifts: 
(a) reinforce, do not replace, national and local systems; (b) anticipate, do not wait, for crises; (c) transcend the humanitarian-development divide by working towards collective outcomes, based on comparative advantage and over multi-year time frames.
(e) invest in humanity.

Accepting and acting upon our shared responsibilities for humanity requires political, institutional and financial investments. 

Invest in local capacities

Invest in risk 

Invest in stability 
· Finance outcomes, not fragmentation: shift from funding to financing ;Finance collective outcomes
V. Istanbul: a call to action
· The major challenges facing us today are global, interconnected, borderless and beyond the capacity of any one country or organization. 
· We must begin to work together across nations and networks of engaged citizens, in a rejuvenated vision of multilateralism. 
· The World Humanitarian Summit must be the occasion, an “Istanbul moment”, where we firmly commit to the unity and cooperation needed to confront those challenges; 
· to accepting our responsibilities to prevent and end suffering; and to taking all steps necessary to accept humanity as the driver of our decision-making and collective action.
3. Seminar of May 16, 2016 and side event in Istanbul
A seminar titled "Setting Agenda toward World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) Istanbul: Making Humanitarian and Development Activism Localized and Accountable, Partnership Relations in Reshaping Aid"will be held on May 16, 2016 at 1030-1330 hours in National Press Club, Dhaka. All national and local NGOs are cordially requested to attend in the seminar and speak out for the demands to the localization and accountable. The prominent stakeholder, policy makers and donors and INGOs will be invited for the participation. There will be pictures, video on reshaping aid and natural displacements in the side event in Istanbul. 
The side event in Istanbul for BNNfWHS has been approved. The international networks, INGOs, donors have consented to participate in the event. 
The total costs for these two events are BDT 4,67,000 and USD 5987. The detail budget is as follows:

	1
	Seminar of May 16, 2016. Press Club 
	1
	         65,000 
	             65,000 
	             833 

	2
	Side event in Istanbul
	 
	 
	 
	                 -   

	2.1
	Banner
	1
	           4,500 
	               4,500 
	               58 

	2.2
	Flyer for program schedule
	500
	                 15 
	               7,500 
	               96 

	2.3
	Flyer for climate induced migrants
	1000
	                 20 
	             20,000 
	             256 

	2.4
	Flyer for reshaping aid and localization
	1000
	                 20 
	             20,000 
	             256 

	2.5
	Cost during side event
	1
	      150,000 
	          150,000 
	         1,923 

	3
	Supplement in Daily Star and Prothom Alo
	2
	      100,000 
	          200,000 
	         2,564 

	 
	Total
	 
	          467,000 
	         5,987 


ED-COAST has approached to manage the fund from UNRC, Oxfam, Christian Aid etc. House also requested to seek fund from Donors and other INGOs like DCA, AAB etc. The BNNfWHS is also requesting to local and national NGOs for participation in the budget as per the will. 
4. Replacement of Sayeda Nurunnahar Lovely for WHS-Istanbul participation
As the condition of Sayeda Nurunnahar Lovely is still critical so, house proposed another women activist from BNNfWHS. In this context ED-COAST proposed the name of Ms. Hasina Akter Mita-NIRAPAD subjects to if not recovery of Ms. Lovely by this time. The house anonymously agreed the proposal and approved accordingly. ED-COAST will write this alternative to UN-Bangkok for the approval. Ms. Mita is requested to ensure the all practical arrangements like passport etc. 
5. AoB
The condition of Sayeda Nurunnahar Lovelyis still critical and is admitted in Neuro Hospital, Agargoan. The meeting is anonymously praying for her quick recovery. CARE informed in the meeting the process of localization has been initiated in the different INGOs and alliances.   
6. Conclusion: 
The meeting was concluded by ED-COAST through vote of thanks and he gives advance invitation for the seminar of May 16, 2016. .

Attachment: Participant list

	Sl
	Name
	Designation
	Organization
	Cell
	E-mail

	01
	Md. Hanif Mian
	AGM (Program)
	RIC
	01711131999
	richanif@yahoo.com 

	02
	Palash Kundu
	Coordinator
	SKS Foundation
	01730794989
	co.pdrm@sks-bd.org

	03
	Adv. Fakir Majharul Islam
	Executive Director
	ORA
	01711622609
	oradhakaora@yahoo.com 

	04
	Md. Hoshain Shakir
	H-DME & Accountability Coordinator
	World Vision Bangladesh
	01712577038
	shakirbangladesh1@gmail.com

	05
	Md. Rafiquzzaman Biswas
	Freelance Consultant 
	-
	01718407114
	biswas84@gmail.com

	06
	Hasina Akter Mita
	Program Manager
	NIRAPAD
	01739416116
	mita@nirapad.org.bd  

	07
	GH Panir
	Communication Officer
	DUS
	01761493407
	dusdhaka@gmail.com

	08
	Shamnaz Ahmed
	Coordinator
	DCA
	01793535247
	shah@dca.dk

	09
	Mahbubur Rahman
	Emergency Manager
	CARE
	01750137981
	mahbubur.rahman@care.org

	10
	Shawkat Ali Tutul
	Assistant Director-Social Accountability and DRR
	COAST Trust
	01713144177
	tutul.coast@gmail.com 

	11
	Sanat K. Bhowmik
	Director
	COAST Trust
	01711881662
	sanat.coast@gmail.com 

	12
	Rezaul Karim Chowdhury
	Executive Director
	COAST Trust
	01711529792
	reza.coast@gmail.com 


Note: Apology for any printing mistakes. 
Proceedings prepared by 

Sanat K. Bhowmik

Date: April 21, 2016
